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CANADIAN  SOYBEAN  SUPPORT 
SET  AT  $2.10 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  on  May  27  that  the 
1958  crop  of  Ontario-produced  soybeans  would  be  supported  at  $2.10  per 
bushel,  equivalent  to  about  $2.17  U.S.  currency.    Payments  to  producers 
will  be  made  through  the  Ontario  Soybean  Growers '  Marketing  Board  if 
the  average  return  is  less  than  the  prescribed  price  of  $2.10.  This 
price  is  approximately  90  percent  of  the  base  price  (average  of  the  10 
preceding  years). 

The  average  price  for  1957-crop  soybeans  was  $1.95  per  bushel,  based 
on  returns  from  August  1957  to  January  I958.    The  average  for  the  1956 
crop  was  $2.25.    From  late  fall  until  the  end  of  April  the  general  mar- 
ket range  was  between  $1.95  and  $2.05  for  Ontario  soybeans.    More  recently, 
the  price  for  Ontario  No.  2  and  better  has  been  $2.06  per  bushel. 
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U.  K.  CIGARETTE  EXPORTS  DROP 

Cigarette  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1957  totaled  36.2  million 
pounds--down  12.2  percent  from  195°.    British  Commonwealth  countries  took 
27.3  million  pounds  last  year — 75  percent  of  the  total.    Principal  markets 
outside  the  Commonwealth  included  West  Germany,  France,  the  Sudan  and  Saudi 
Arabia.    Biggest  declines  occurred  in  exports  to  Singapore,  the  Belgian 
Congo,  Ghana  and  Egypt. 

The  United  Kingdom  remained  the  world's  most  important  cigarette  ex- 
porter last  year.    But  the  gradual  drop  in  exports  from  the  peak  year  of 
1951  reflects  the  growing  importance  of  cigarette  factories  being  established 
abroad. 


CIGARETTES:     United  Kingdom,  exports  by  country  of  destination,  1955-57 


Country  of  destination 

:  1955 

* 

:  1956 

;  1957 

:  1,000 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

•           JJU  UllU-b 

»          "pif^i  inn  C! 
1          jJU  LU1U.O 

►  T"\f"M  inn  c 

►  JJU  LUlLLb 

Commonwealth: 

....:  9,557 

10,187 

:  8,093 

:       7,303  ' 

7,382 

1,617  ' 

1,722  " 

lif  Ok 

1,393 

:  1,^69 

l,k27 

:  1,7^ 

:  628 

7,901  : 

:       8,006  : 

8,078 

Non-Commonwealth : 

2,239 

:  1,917 

. . . . :          99^  • 

1,135  ' 

'  l,k!2 

1,273  '• 

1,027  : 

1,262 

. . . . :          775  : 

:          199  ' 

7 

1,202 

903 

. . . . :          392  : 

330  ' 

^58 

1,692  : 

86 

3.096  : 

2,973 

2,827 

•  * 

....:      1*1.593  • 

328 

36.18U 

Source:     Tobacco  Intelligence,  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


HONG  KONG'S  REEXPORTS  OF 
UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO  DECLINE 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  Hong  Kong  declined  in  1957  to  1.3 
million  pounds,  only  slightly  below  1956  exports  but  considerably  under  the 
3.0  million  exported  in  195^- •    Macao  was  the  major  customer  again  in  1957, 
taking  581,000  pounds,  compared  with  872,000  in  1956.    U.S.  Administered 
Territories  in  the  Pacific,  which  took  only  13^,000  pounds  of  leaf  in  1956, 
became  a  more  important  market  in  1957,  taking  362,000  pounds. 
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CANADIAN  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
SETS  NEW  RECORD 

Canadian  cigarette  consumption  rose  from  27. 0  billion  pieces  in  1956 
to  a  record  30.2  billion  in  1957,  a  gain  of  11  percent.    There  are  strong 
indications  of  a  further  rise  this  year.    Tax-paid  withdrawals  of  ciga- 
rettes in  the  first  3  months  of  1958  were  "J.k  billion  pieces,  a  6-percent 
increase  over  the  7-0  billion  withdrawn  in  the  first  quarter  of  1956. 

Filter-tip  cigarettes  were  widely  promoted  in  1957 >  and  11  new  filter- 
tip  brands  were  introduced  during  the  year,  with  more  expected  this  year. 
Estimates  place  the  share  of  filter-tips  in  total  cigarette  sales  as  high 
as  ^0  percent  in  1957  • 

YUGOSLAVIA  EXPORTS  LESS 
UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO  IN  1957 

Yugoslavia's  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  declined  from  the  record 
high  of  kk.2  million  pounds  in  1956  to  35.^  million  in  1957-    The  decline 
was  primarily  due  to  the  small  1956  tobacco  crop,  with  smaller  exportable 
surplus . 

Major  markets  were  Poland--3.8  million  pounds,  U.S.S.R. --k.Q  million, 
France --6. 3  million,  and  the  United  States --5. 9  million.    Egypt  became  a 
major  outlet  in  1957,  increasing  its  takings  from  M+,000  pounds  in  1955 
to  ,k  million  in  1956  and  to  k.l  million  in  1957. 

Exports  will  probably  expand  in  1958;  as  the  1957  tobacco  crop  was 
considerably  larger  than  that  of  1956.    Quality  of  the  1957  crop,  however, 
was  not  as  high  as  in  the  previous  year  and  there  may  be  some  problem  in 
disposing  of  it. 

AUSTRALIA  REVISES  PLANNED 
TOBACCO-BLENDING  REQUIREMENTS 

The  Australian  Minister  for  Customs  and  Excise  recently  announced  a 
revision  in  the  previously  planned  requirements  for  manufacturers'  usings 
of  domestic  leaf. 

Beginning  July  1,  1958,  manufacturers  must  use  15.5  percent  Australian 
leaf  in  cigarettes  and  16.5  percent  in  smoking  tobacco  in  order  to  qualify 
for  the  concession  provided  in  the  customs  tariff.    The  previously  planned 
percentages,  to  have  been  effective  July  1,  1958,  were  1^.5  percent  for 
cigarettes  and  22.5  percent  for  smoking  tobacco. 

The  Australian  Government  authorizes  a  reduction  of  l8d.     (U.  S.  $.17 
per  pound)  in  duties  on  imported  leaf  when  such  leaf  is  blended  with  the 
minimum  required  percentages  of  domestic  tobacco.    Requirements  for  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1957,  were  12.5  percent  for  cigarettes,  and 
21  percent  for  smoking  tobacco. 
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PERU  EXTENDS  SUSPENSION 
OF  DUTY  ON  WHEAT 

Suspension  of  the  Peruvian  import  duty  on  wheat  has  been  extended  for 
another  90-day  period  effective  June  7,  1953.  The  first  suspension  was  fo: 
the  90-day  period  March  7  through  June  6. 

Trade  sources  report  that  the  main  objective  of  this  measure  is  to 
compensate  to  some  extent  for  a  sharp  decline  in  the  value  of  the  Peruvian 
sol,  and  to  prevent  further  increases  in  the  domestic  price  of  flour.  The 
Peruvian  duty  on  wheat  is  S/o  15.00  ($0.79)  per  metric  ton  plus  ad  valorem 
tax  of  9.667  percent  of  the  c.i.f.  value. 

The  country's  wheat  crop,  which  has  been  declining,  is  now  1^5,000  to 
150,000  metric  tons  annually.     Imports,  including  flour,  totaled  330,000 
tons,  wheat  equivalent,  in  1957*    Of  that  quantity,  13^,000  tons  came  from 
Argentina,  125,000  tons  from  the  United  States,  60,000  tons  from  Canada, 
and  11,000  tons  from  Uruguay. 


INDIA  NOT  BUYING  DOMESTIC 
WHEAT  AT  SUPPORT  PRICE 

Regular  market  prices  of  wheat  in  India  have  been  higher  than  the  sup- 
port price  of  10  rupees  per  maund  ($1.53),  at  railhead  centers,  for  more 
than  2  years.    As  a  result,  neither  the  federal  nor  state  governments  of 
India  have  over  this  period  had  to  buy  any  domestic  wheat  from  producers 
to  keep  producer  prices  at  or  above  the  support  level. 

The  support  plan  for  wheat  was  initiated  in  April  1955  to  halt  a 
downtrend  in  producer  prices  that  started  in  195^«    Although  government 
purchases  of  wheat  under  the  program  have  been  very  limited,  the  downtrend 
in  prices  was  halted  by  mid-1955- 

Prices  then  started  to  rise,  and  soon  appeared  to  be  too  high.  The 
government  took  various  steps  to  bring  prices  down  again.     It  increased 
wheat  imports  and  provided  for  their  distribution  at  fixed  prices  through 
about  10,000  fair-price  shops;  it  squeezed  credit  to  check  hoarding  by 
growers  and  traders;  and  it  restricted  zonal  movement  of  wheat  within 
India. 

By  September  1957,  the  price  increase  had  been  halted,  and  since  then 
prices  have  generally  been  declining.    During  the  1956-57  (July-June) 
season,  prices  in  h  important  markets  ranged  from  13  rupees  lk  annas  per 
maund  ($2.12  per  bushel)  to  17  rupees  8  annas  per  maund  ($2.68  per  bushel). 
From  July  1957  through  March  1958,  the  range  was  12  rupees  8  annas  per 
maund  ($1.91  per  bushel)  to  17  rupees  8  annas  per  maund  ($2.68  per  bushel). 
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BELGIUM'S  STOCKS  OF  OILSEEDS ,  VEGETABLE  OILS, 
AND  OILCAKES  HIGH  AT  CLOSE  OF  1957 

Belgium's  stocks  of  oilseeds  (largely  peanut  and  flaxseed) ,  crude  vegetable 
oils,  and  oilcakes  at  the  end  of  1957  were  over  one-third  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    Production  of  oilseeds  and  byproducts  declined,  as  did  imports  of  oil- 
seeds and  oils.    Net  imports  of  oilcakes,  however,  were  up  17  percent  from  1956. 

OILSEEDS  AND  VEGETABLE  OILS:    Belgium,  supply  and  distribution,  1957 


Oilseeds 

\  1,000 

:  short  tons 

Stocks,  December  31>  1956...:  22.2 


Production  :    l/  19-8 

Imports  :  22U.6 


Total  supply  ;  266.6 


Exports  :  7-6 

Crushings  :  223.5 

Seed  :  hX 


Stocks,  December  31,  1957...:  31.1 


Vegetable  oils  (crude) 

i  1,000 

:  short  tons 

Stocks,  December  31,  1956..:  ll.li- 

Production  :  90.5 

Imports    80.8 

Total  supply  :  182.7 

Exports  :  2U.0 

Consumption  ;  IU3 .7 

:Stocks,  December  31,  1957..:  15-0 


l/  Flaxseed  accounts  for  17,700  tons  (632,000  bushels). 


OILCAKES :    Belgium,  supply  and  distribution,  1957 


Stocks,  December  31>  1956...: 

Production  : 

Imports  : 

• 

Total  supply.  : 


1,000 

short  tons 

18.5 
11U.9 
I65.6 


299.O 


Exports  

Consumption, 


Stocks,  December  31,  1957.. 


1,000 
short  tons 

230.^ 


25.5 


Total  supplies  of  oilseeds  in  1957  were  6  percent  less  than  in  1956,  and 
supplies  of  vegetable  oils  were  down  10  percent.    Crushings  of  oilseeds  were 
estimated  at  10  percent  less  than  in  the  previous  year.    Consumption  of  crude 
vegetable  oils  was  down  about  12  percent,  while  consumption  of  oilcakes  increased 
slightly. 
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OILSEEDS,  VEGETABLE  OILS,  AND  OILSEED  CAKES:    Belgium,  imports 

and  exports,  1956  and  1957 


Imports 


Commodity 


1956 


:  1,000 

:  short 

:  tons 

Oilseeds:  : 

Peanuts  :  1+0.2 

Soybeans  :  kh.  3 

Rapeseed  and  similar  :  3«7 

Copra  :  36.3 

Palm  kernels  :  23.9 

Flaxseed  :  71. 3 

Castor  beans  :  l\..0 

Other  :  13.6 

Vegetable  oils  ( crude  and  refined) :  : 

Peanut  :  29.5 

Coconut  :  6.1 

Palm  :  ^-5.3 

Palm  kernel  :  3.3 

Linseed  :  ,2 

Other  :  8.2 

Oilseed  cakes  ;  162. 9 

l/  Less  than  50  tons. 


1957 


1,000 
short 
tons 


^2.3 
38.0 

2.3 

k-9.1 
Ik. 6 
61.7 
k.o 
11.7 

25.9 
5.1 
kh.9 

3.1 
.1 

9.1 

165.6 


Exports 


1956 


1,000 
short 
tons 


.6 


5.6 
.If. 

lit-.l 

h.5 
7.8 
.6 
19.h 

9.3 
58.1 


National  Statistical  Institute. 


CEYLON'S  TEA  EXPORTS 
AT  STANDSTILL 


Movement  of  tea  from  estates  to  Colombo,  as  well  as  loading  at  docks,  has 
been  stopped  by  the  strike  of  the  Ceylon  Trade  Union  Federation.    Three  tea 
auctions  have  been  cancelled,  and  one  which  was  scheduled  for  May  19  was  not 
expected  to  be  held  until  settlement  of  the  port  strike. 

About  80  million  pounds  of  tea  are  in  sellers*  and  buyers'  stores,  and 
on  estates.     Small  amounts  may  trickle  through  the  port  of  Galle,  since  the 
Ceylonese  Government  has  allowed  a  tax  rebate  to  cover  the  additional  trans- 
portation charges.     However,  Galle  reportedly  has  facilities  for  loading  only 
one  ship  at  a  time. 
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ARGENTINA  EXPORTS  TEA 
FOR  FIRST  TIME 

Argentina  recently  sold  tea  abroad  for  the  first  time  on  the  London 
market.    In  the  past,  Argentina  has  consumed  its  own  tea,  "but  production 
has  "been  rising.    The  tea  sold  in  London  consisted  of  138  lots  of  100  pounds 
each,  and  is  reported  to  have  "brought  higher  prices  than  expected. 

ANOTHER  YEAR  OF  HEAVY  U.S.  HOPS 
EXPORTS  INDICATED 

Exports  of  U.S.  hops  during  the  first  7  months  (September-March)  of 
the  1957-58  marketing  year  totaled  1I+.5  million  pounds,  compared  with  13.0 
million  pounds  during  the  same  period  of  1956- 57 •    While  exports  during 
the  last  5  months  (April -August)  of  the  season  will  not  continue  at  the 
preceding  high  monthly  average,  the  total  for  the  season  will  probably  come 
close  to  the  alltime  record  of  16.0  million  pounds  exported  in  1956-57- 

Maintenance  of  export  outlets  is  of  vital  importance  to  U.S.  growers. 
The  country* s  record  exports  in  1956-57  represented  more  than  1+1  percent 
of  the  1956  crop  of  38. 1+  million  pounds.    The  1957  crop  is  estimated  at 
1+0.1  million  pounds.    Given  favorable  growing  conditions,  the  coming  1958 
crop  will  be  even  larger  because  of  increased  acreage. 

Almost  61+  percent  of  the  ll+.5  million  pounds  exported  during  the  first 
7  months  of  1957-58  went  to  Western  Hemisphere  markets.    Mexico,  Canada, 
Colombia,  Brazil,  and  Chile  were  the  most  important  individual  buyers  in 
that  area.     Slightly  less  than  32  percent  of  the  total  went  to  Europe- - 
principally  West  Germany,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  Ireland,  the  Netherlands, 
Denmark,  and  Austria.    The  Union  of  South  Africa  and  the  Belgian  Congo  were 
the  principal  buyers  in  Africa;  and  the  Philippines,  Ceylon,  and  India  in 
Asia. 

Strong  demand  for  U.S.  hops  in  foreign  countries  in  recent  years 
reflects  (l)  an  upward  trend  in  beer  consumption;  (2)  relatively  low  prices 
for  U.S.  hops  compared  with  European  hops;  (3)  increasing  recognition  by 
foreign  breweries  that  U.S.  hops  equal  in  quality  the  best  European  product; 
and  (1+)  promotional  activities  of  the  U.S.  hops  industry.     Shortage  of 
dollar  exchange  in  importing  countries  is  now  the  main  obstacle  to  an  even 
more  rapid  increase  in  U.S.  exports. 

American  hops  are  competitive  quality-wise  in  all  world  markets.  In 
addition,  efficient  U.S.  production  methods  make  U.S.  hops  much  cheaper 
than  varieties  grown  in  most  competing  countries.    Hops  have  a  complicated 
chemical  structure,  and  different  brewmasters  have  their  own  ideas  regarding 
blends  and  quantities  to  be  used.    Once  these  factors  are  established  it 
is  difficult  to  persuade  breweries  to  change  to  other  blends  and  varieties. 
However,  U.S.  hops  have  found  increasing  favor  in  European  brewing  centers 
in  recent  years.    This  is  one  of  the  best  advertising  factors  that  can  be 
used  to  increase  demand  for  U.S.  hops  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
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HOPS:    U.S.  exports  by  geographical  destinations  for  stated  periods, 

year  beginning  September  1 


Average 

Geographical  : 

; 1956-57 

' September-March 

destination               :  15J4.0-lj.lj. 

; 1945-49 

; 1950-55 

: 1956-57 

: 1957-58 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 

pounds' 

:  1,000  ■ 
pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

P  0  v-i  ViTiq  cm                                                           «        OllO  ^ 

Unspecified  :      — - 

4-,  OUO .  (  ' 

:  174.7" 
■    I117  7 

^,331.6 

1,675.4< 
:  442.0 
380.5 
718.6: 

252.7 
0^:0. 0 

4,300.5- 

2,120.0' 
:  302.9: 
:  624.0' 
143.1- 

4,826.9 
:  231.9 

dOO.  d 
3,931.3: 

691.4: 
531.2 

205. 1: 

<z  (9o 
3,097.4- 
4,381.8- 
462.6: 
331.7' 

.4,  5  D.9 

276.3 

300.4- 

3,971.4 

4,s85.8 
528.6 
160.8 
0.6 

12,749.2 

12,907.7' 

16,  011.4: 

13,029.4' 

14,472.3 

INDIAN  COFFEE  BOARD 
REVISES  CROP  ESTIMATE 


The  Indian  Coffee  Board  has  revised  its  earlier  estimate  of  the  1957-58 
coffee  crop,  and  now  estimates  production  at  695,000  bags.    The  1956-57  crop 
set  a  record  of  700,000  bags.    Exportable  surplus  from  the  1957-58  crop  is 
now  estimated  at  195,000  bags,  compared  with  252,000  bags  from  the  1956-57 
crop. 


INDIA  TO  ESTABLISH  SPICE 
RESEARCH  STATION 


The  Indian  Central  Spices  and  Cashew  Nut  Committee,  has  agreed  to 
establish  a  Spices  Research  Station  in  Coorg,  Mysore  State. 

The  station  will  be  financed  by  the  Indian  Council  of  Agricultural 
Research  and  controlled  by  the  Mysore  Government,  it  will  maintain  a  world 
collection  of  spices  of  commercial  and  scientific  value.    It  also  will 
survey  the  spice -grading  areas  of  the  country  and  implement  programs  for 
crop  improvement,  including  investigation  in  manures,  hybridization,  pests, 
and  disease  control.    The  station  will  be  located  in  the  center  of  the 
Mysore,  Madras  and  Kerala  spice-growing  area. 
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SMALLER  ALMOND  CROPS  FORECAST 
IN  ITALY  AND  SPAIN 

Mediterranean  production  of  almonds  will  be  sharply  lower  this  year 
than  last  according  to  preliminary  unofficial  forecasts. 

The  Italian  crop  is  forecast  at  only  12,000  short  tons  shelled,  a 
virtual  crop  failure  in  comparison  with  an  average  production  of  39 > 300 
tons  and  last  year's  "bumper  harvest  of  nearly  50,000  tons. 

Spanish  forecasts  range  between  18,000  and  22,000  tons,  with  the  upper 
figure  more  generally  favored.    A  22,000-ton  crop  would  be  considerably 
smaller  than  the  33, 000-ton  outturn  of  1931,  "but  only  k,100  tons  below 
average.    As  earlier  reported,  the  Portuguese  crop  is  forecast  at  only  3>000 
tons,  compared  with  6,200  tons  last  year  and  a  1951-55  average  of  5*000  tons. 

World  production  in  1958  raay  even  be  less  than  in  the  1955  and  1956 
seasons  when  crops  were  the  smallest  in  many  years.    The  1958-59  almond 
supply,  however,  may  be  somewhat  larger  than  in  1955-5&  and  1956-57  because 
Italian  and  Spanish  stocks  from  the  bumper  1957  crop  are  still  substantial. 

U.  S.,  Italian,  and  Spanish  prices  have  risen  sharply  this  spring. 

CANADA  EXPORTS  MORE  WHEAT  AND 
FLOUR  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Canada's  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  July-May  1957-58  are  esti- 
mated at  approximately  272  million  bushels,  compared  with  262  million  ex- 
ported during  the  first  11  months  a  year  earlier.     Official  trade  exports 
through  March  are  slightly  below  the  22^  million  bushels  exported  during 
July-March  of  I956-57. 

Indications  are  that  exports  during  the  remaining  3  months  will  average 
or  go  above  26  million  bushels,  the  amount  exported  during  March.    By  com- 
parison, exports  were  19  million  bushels  in  February  1958  and  16  million 
during  March  1957*    Exports  for  the  12  months  ( July-June)  are  now  expected 
to  reach  300  million  bushels,  compared  with  282  million  bushels  exported  ■ 
during  1956-57. 

In  the  July-March  period  there  have  been  pronounced  shifts  in  the 
relative  importance  of  the  major  buyers  of  Canadian  wheat.     India,  Japan, 
the  Netherlands,  and  the  U.S.S.R.  took,  in  total,  28  million  bushels  more 
than  a  year  earlier,  while  the  combined  exports  to  West  Germany,  Czecho- 
slovakia, Switzerland,  and  Belgium-Luxembourg  were  2h  million  bushels  less. 
Exports  of  flour  during  this  period  of  the  current  season  remained  about 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  varying  slightly  as  to  destination. 

On  the  basis  of  Canada's  marketing  year  ( August- July) ,  exports  during 
August-March  amounted  to  191  million  bushels,  compared  with  186  million 
during  the  first  8  months  a  year  earlier.    Exports  for  the  12-month  period 
are  expected  to  be  close  to  3°°  million  bushels,  compared  with  273  million 
exported  during  August- July  of  1956-57. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-March  1956-57  and  July-March  1957-58 


Destination 


July-March  1956-57 


Wheat  I    Flour  *  Total 


July-March  1957-58 


Wheat 


Flour  .  Total 


Western  Hemisphere: 

United  States   :  5,287 

Central  America  :  97 

British  West  Indies. . :  15 

Cuba  :  1 

Venezuela  :  61 

Ecuador  :  347 

Peru  :  2,489 

Others  :  1 

Total  :  8,298 

Europe:  : 

Norway  :  4,102 

United  Kingdom  :  68,229 

Ireland  :  3,169 

Netherlands  :  9,599 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ..:  12,240 

France  :  1,471 

Germany,  West  :  35,825 

Czechoslovakia  :  4,371 

Switzerland  ;  7,297 

Poland  :  2,599 

U.S.S.R  :  4,127 

Italy  :  2,947 

Others  :  2,716 

Total  :  158,692 

Asia:  : 

Israel  :  1,685 

India  : 

Pakistan  :  1,008 

Philippine  Republic: 

Japan  :  24,166 

Others  :  850 

Total  :  27,709 

Africa  :  1,254 

Oceania  : 

World  total  :  195,953 

i/  Less  than  500  bushels. 


i   Thousand  bushels,  grain  equivalent  


1,145 
1,048 
3,826 
271 
2,505 

17 
1,220 


10,032 


9,041 

~6 

408 

17 

17 


3 

195 


9^53 


2 

1/ 
4,744 
676 

1,540 


6,962 


1,488 
 45 

28,180 


6,432 
1,145 

3,8a 

272 

2,566 
347 
2,506 
1,221 


18,330 


4,102 
77,270 
3,169 
9,605 
12,648 
1,471 
35,825 
4,371 
7,297 
2,599 
4,127 
2,950 
2.911 


168,345 


1,685 

2 

1,008 
4,744 
24,842 
2^390 


34,671 


2,742 
 45 


224,133 


7,628 
221 

15 
1 

165 
575 
1,251 
184 


10,040 


2,057 
65,446 

1,153 
15,425 

9,657 

1,325 
22,025 

4,259 
.3,979 
7,505 
1,394 
2,006 
136,231 


12,020 
1,768 

30,814 
579 


45,181 


502 
754 
192,708 


1,242 
1,114 
3,919 
368 

2,604 

29 
1,320 


10,596 


9,632 
1 
1 

256 


1/ 


128 


20 

1/ 
3,834 
558 
1,810 


6,222 


900 

 22 

27,765 


Compiled  from  Trade  of  Canada.  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa. 
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FRENCH  GLACE  CHERRY 
EXPORTS  DOWN 

During  1957*  exports  of  French  glace  fruits,  almost  entirely  cherries, 
totaled  11,920  tons.    This  was  a  decline  of  900  tons,  or  7  percent,  from 
the  12,856-ton  level  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  "be  the  largest  purchaser  of  French 
glace  cherries  last  year,  although  total  purchases  (7; 319  tons)  were  below 
the  volume  for  1956  (8,727  tons).    The  United  States,  on  the  other  hand, 
increased  French  glace  cherry  imports  slightly  in  1957;  taking  2,83^  tons, 
against  imports  of  2,627  tons  the  previous  year. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1958,  exports  of  French  glace  cherries 
were  moving  slowly,  but  French  exporters  were  hopeful  of  overcoming  the 
loss  in  trade  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

Special  spray  treatment  is  given  that  part  of  the  French  Bigarreaux 
cherry  crop  to  he  marketed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  glace  cherries. 


FRANCE:    Exports  of  candied  fruit,  fruit  peels,  and  parts 
of  plants  (drained,  glace,  crystallized)  by  country  of 
destination,  1956,  1957  and  Jan. -March  I958 


Country  of  destination 

;  1956 

1957 

Jan . -March 

1958 

:  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

. . !  88 

:  110 

:  0 

278 

:  19 

• . :  185 

219 

=  3^ 

288 

18 

• • :  105 

158 

9 

• . :  258 

317 

10 

8,727  * 

7,319 

3^0 

2,627 

2,83^ 

:  13k 

^57 

S97 

75 

••:  12,856 

11 , 920 

oo9 

As  of  mid-May  1958,  glace  cherries  from  the  1957  crop  for  the  U.S. 
and  Canadian  markets  were  being  sold  c.i.f.  New  York  and  Canadian  ports 
at  $30  per  100  pounds.  At  the  same  time,  glace  cherries  for  the  United 
Kingdom  were  being  quoted  at  28  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  Marseilles. 

The  price  for  glace  cherries  in  France  during  the  1957-58  marketing 
season  ranged  between  20.0  and  21.6  cents  per  pound  at  the  factory,  tax 
and  transportation  costs  not  included.    Cherries  marketed  in  France,  how- 
ever, are  of  lower  quality  than  those  exported. 
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FRANCE  TO  IMPORT 
BRAZILIAN  ORANGES 

The  French  Government  is  -unofficially  reported  to  have  set  a  quota 
for  the  import  of  about  $300,000  worth  of  Brazilian  oranges  in  1958. 
France  spent  $lA  million  dollars  for  Brazilian  oranges  last  year. 
Arrivals  are  scheduled  for  July. 


EUROPEAN  LARD  EXPORTERS  PROMOTE 
SALES  TO  WEST  GERMANY 

After  lengthy  negotiations,  the  French  lard  export  association  recently 
agreed  to  participate  in  a  promotion  program  beginning  June  1,  1958,  to  in- 
crease lard  consumption  in  West  Germany.    West  German  importing  interests, 
who  took  the  initiative  in  this  program,  had  already  worked  out  agreements 
with  the  Dutch,  Danes,  Poles,  and  Swedes. 

Since  the  sponsoring  groups  are  primarily  interested  in  promoting  lard 
imports  from  European  countries,  this  program  is  another  threat  to  U.S.- 
European lard  trade.    Funds  for  the  project  will  come  from  small  contribu- 
tions by  exporters  in  the  above  European  countries  and  will  be  based  on  the 
quantities  of  lard  exported  to  Germany.    The  purpose  of  the  campaign  is  to 
counteract  declining  consumption  of  slaughter  fats,  especially  lard. 


LARD  EXPORTS  FROM  DENMARK 
UP  IN  1957 

Lard  exports  from  Denmark  increased  from  25  million  pounds  in  195^  to 
a  record  33  million  pounds  in  1957>  due  to  a  slight  gain  in  production  and 
a  fairly  sharp  drop  in  domestic  consumption.    The  principal  purchaser  of 
Danish  lard  in  1957  was  "the  United  Kingdom.    Other  countries  taking  sub- 
stantial quantities  of  the  increased  supplies  were  West  Germany,  East 
Germany,  Austria,  and  Hungary. 

Lard  output  in  Denmark  during  1958  is  expected  to  remain  fairly  stable 
or  decline  slightly. 

CANADIAN  LARD  AND  TALLOW  PRODUCTION 
UP  IN  JANUARY -MARCH 

Canadian  production  of  lard  and  tallow  was  up  17  and  11  percent,  respec- 
tively, in  the  first  quarter  of  1958- -largely  because  of  a  gain  in  hog  and 
cattle  slaughter.    As  a  result  of  Canada's  increased  lard  production,  import 
requirements  from  the  United  States  dropped  sharply.     In  the  first  3  months 
of  1958,  U.  S.  lard  exports  to  Canada  totaled  2,271,920  pounds,  a  decline 
of  6'6  percent  from  the  6,65^,62+8  pounds  shipped  during  the  same  period  in 
1957.  " 
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SOUTHERN  RHODESIA  PLANS  TO 
EXPORT  BEEF  TO  ISRAEL 

Southern  Rhodesia  has  sent  a  delegation  to  Israel  to  finish  negotia- 
tions to  develop  a  continuing  export  market  for  beef  in  Israel. 

Southern  Rhodesia  may  have  a  surplus  of  beef  this  year  because  of  an 
expected  reduction  in  shipments  to  Northern  Rhodesia,  where  officials  of 
the  Cattle  Marketing  Board  say  that  local  production  is  now  enough  to  make 
shipments  of  beef  from  outside  unnecessary. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  HOG 
SLAUGHTER  HEAVY 

Heavy  slaughter  of  hogs  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  has  sharply 
depressed  prices.    The  Meat  Control  Board  has  been  storing  and  exporting 
hog  carcasses  to  support  prices.    To  defray  the  loss  from  exports,  the 
Control  Board  has  placed  a  levy  of  LI  2s. 6d.  ($3.11  per  bacon  hog  and  of 
15s.     ($2.10  per  pork  hog  marketed.    The  average  price  paid  to  producers 
for  hog  carcasses  in  the  Union  last  year  was  $19.90  per  100  pounds. 


VENEZUELA  TO  RESTRICT  MEAT  IMPORTS 

Venezuela  has  announced  that  its  previously  decreed  policy  of  allowing 
meat  imports  will  not  be  implemented.    Arrangements  are  understood  to  have 
been  made  to  supply  Caracas  with  meat  from  interior  areas  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  June  1,  19  5S) . 


JAPAN'S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS  RECOVERING, 
BUT  STILL  BELOW  LEVEL  OF  YEAR  AGO 

Japan's  "Big  9"  imports  from  all  sources  during  January-February  were 
valued  at  $1^.2  million,  up  17  percent  from  November-December  1957,  hut 
6  percent  ($10.1  million)  below  the  first  2  months  of  1957 .     Imports  of 
wheat,  rice,  corn,  and  soybeans  increased  nearly  $15  million  over  the 
corresponding  period  a  year  ago.    But  cotton  alone  fell  off  more  than  this. 
In  addition,  imports  of  barley  declined  by  more  than  $6  million.    And  smaller 
decreases  were  noted  for  tobacco,  hides  and  skins,  and  tallow. 

"Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  (excluding  tobacco,  for  which 
monthly  data  by  country  are  not  available)  during  January-February  were 
down  $12.3  million  compared  to  a  year  earlier,  whereas  such  imports  from 
all  other  sources  increased  $3*2  million.    Thus,  the  U.  S.  share  in  Japan's 
market  dropped  from  56  percent  to  5°  percent.    Compared  to  the  last  2  months 
of  1957,  imports  from  the  United  States  increased  $7  million.  Largest 
increases  were  recorded  for  cotton,  soybeans,  and  corn. 
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JAPAN:    Agricultural  imports,  from  all  sources,  and  from 
the  United  States,  January-February  1956-58 


QUANTITY 


• 

i  1956 

\  1957 

i  1958 

Commodity 

• 
• 

*  < 

•  4 

:  Total 

* 
• 

.  From 
.  U.S. 

!  Total 

\  From 
.    U.S.  . 

;  Total 

•  From 
.  U.S. 

• 
• 

1.000  metric  tons 

Tp  J  _ 

• 

122 

;  16 

:        37  ■ 

;  i\ 

8  ! 

186  ; 
126  j 

9  : 

237 

173  . 
7U  ■ 
1  < 

12  : 
150  : 
566  s 

17  ! 

!      171  ! 

1/  ; 

\        31  ■ 
28  . 

:     2/ ; 

9  I 

!       125  : 
i       306  : 
Hi  : 

!        3X8  , 
61  ' 
'  112 
122  , 
1  . 
10  ; 
200  : 

hho  i 

:          1U  i 

',  iho 

0 

;  hi 

i  77 

'  7 
169 
209 
11 

VALTTE 


Million  dollars 


* 

:       17.0  i 

i       8.ii  : 

:  17.9 

t  12.8 

i  21.8 

:  10.2 

:  18.7 

:       2.7  i 

t  3.5 

i  0.1 

t  9.3 

8  .0 

:  8.5 

s  2.5 

:       12.  h 

i  2.2 

i  6.2 

:  2.5 

:         2.8  : 

i  5.5 

!  2.0 

i        7.8  s 

!  h.9 

5.3 

;  V 

i  2.7 

5  2/ 

\  1.7 

I  2/ 

:         h.3  i 

!          3.1  ! 

h.9  i 

3.h  \ 

!         3.7  ! 

:  2".3 

:  23.6 

t  19.7 

s  17.5 

s      Ik.h  :       20.2  ! 

i  17.2 

65.5  i 

.  23.3 

s  86.3 

:  1^6.0 

!          70. h  ! 

s  32.3 

:         2.5  i 

2.1  : 

3.6  i 

3.2  ! 

!            3.1  ! 

2.a 

li;8.2  - 

t  l5iw3 

>  < 

►  

i 

I  4 

i  lkh.2 

Total  (excl. 

> 

tobacco) 

:      1U2.9  :  62.0 

151.6 

'.     8It.l  | 

I  71.8 

1/    Less  than  500  metric  tons. 

2/   Not  available. 

3/    1,000  bales  of  1*80  pounds  net. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 
IMPROVE  SLIGHTLY 

Australian  wool  prices  improved  for  some  types  at  auctions  during  the 
week  ending  May  ^.    Other  types  were  fully  firm  compared  with  the  previous 
week's  levels.    Good  competition  was  reported  among  Japanese  and  Continental 
buyers . 

Total  receipts  of  wool  for  the  first  10  months  of  the  1957-58  season 
at  k.2  million  bales  were  considerably  below  the  k.6  million  bales  of  a 
year  earlier.    Total  disposals  this  season  have  been  3*8  million  bales, 
compared  with  3.9  million  last  season. 

WORLD  WOOL  CONSUMPTION  DOWN 

3  PERCENT  IN  FIRST  QUARTER  1958 

Consumption  of  virgin  wool  in  the  10  countries  reporting  to  the  Inter- 
national Wool  Study  Group  was  3  percent  lower  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1958  than  in  the  previous  3  months  and  16  percent  below  the  comparable 
period  a  year  earlier. 

Compared  with  the  previous  quarter,  mill  usage  was  less  in  all  countries 
except  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  France.    But  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1957*  only  France  showed  an  increase; 
declines  ranged  from  6  to  3^-  percent  for  the  other  countries.    France  has 
displaced  the  United  States  as  the  second  leading  consumer  of  wool  during 
the  2  most  recent  quarters. 

In  9  reporting  countries,  consumption  of  materials  other  than  virgin 
wool  was  also  lower  in  January-March.    Mill  use  of  these  materials  was  5 
percent  lower  than  in  the  previous  3  months,  and  9  percent  below  a  year  ago. 

NEW  ZEALAND  DAIRIES  SWITCH 
TO  CASEIN  PRODUCTION 

In  view  of  low  cheese  prices  on  the  London  market,  a  number  of  New 
Zealand  cheese  factories  have  switched  from  cheese  to  casein  manufacture. 
According  to  Straight  Furrow,  journal  of  the  New  Zealand  Federated  Farmers, 
combined  production  of  these  factories  formerly  totaled  2k  to  23  million 
pounds  of  cheese  annually. 

Six  powdered  milk  factories  also  plan  to  divert  part  or  all  of  their 
manufacture  to  casein  by  the  start  of  the  1953-59  dairy  season. 

Last  fall  New  Zealand  announced  plans  to  increase  casein  production 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  November  11,  1957).    Casein  output  during 
the  first  3  months  of  the  1957-53  season  (beginning  July  1)  was  38. 1 
million  pounds,  53  percent  over  last  season. 
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DROUGHT  IN  NORTHEASTERN  BRAZIL 

Livestock  conditions  in  the  drought -stricken  areas  of  Northeastern 
Brazil  continue  serious  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  28,  1958) • 
Many  animals  have  been  lost  and  the  rest  are  endangered  by  the  lack  of 
feed  and  fodder  reserves. 

FRANCE'S  GRAIN  ACREAGE 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

Total  grain  acreage  in  France  on  May  1,  1953  shows  a  slight  decline 
from  the  1957  acreage.    A  substantial  increase  over  the  1957  barley  acreage 
brings  the  current  acreage  in  that  crop  second  only  to  the  unprecedented 
barley  acreage  of  195&.    At  k2  million  acres,  however,  it  is  still  well 
below  that  high  level.    A  cut  in  acreage  seeded  to  oats  more  than  offsets 
the  increase  in  barley  acreage.    In' addition,  minor  cuts  are  reported  for 
wheat,  rye,  and  mixed  grain  acreage* 

Though  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  winter  barley  acreage,  the  bulk 
of  the  increase  was  in  spring  barley.    Since  barley  can  be  seeded  as  late 
as  mid-May  with  reasonable  assurance  of  a  crop,  some  further  increase  in 
1958  barley  acreage  is  expected.    This  is  based  on  indications  of  increased 
growers'  interest  in  barley  which  is  causing  some  switch  from  oats. 

Both  winter  and  spring- seeded  grains  are  much  less  advanced  than  at 
this  time  last  year.    As  of  May  1,  the  condition  of  winter  grains  was 
somewhat  better  than  spring  grains. 

♦ 

SYRIA'S  GRAIN  CROP  SMALL 

Recent  reports  from  Syria  confirm  earlier  forecasts  of  a  small  grain 
harvest  in  that  country.    Preliminary  estimates  place  the  current  wheat 
harvest  at  about  20  million  bushels,  kO  percent  less  than  1957  production. 
The  barley  crop  is  down  even  more  sharply;  the  present  estimate  is  only  25 
percent  of  the  large  outturn  last  year.    Both  acreage  and  yields  are  down 
significantly. 

Shortage  of  rainfall  together  with  prematurely  high  temperatures 
caused  deterioration  of  the  grain  crops,  which  had  got  off  to  an  excellent 
start.    Damage  to  barley  was  especially  heavy  on  submarginal  lands  of  al-Rud, 
but  low  yields  are  reported  for  both  barley  and  wheat  over  much  of  the 
country.    Lack  of  subsoil  moisture  caused  considerable  loss. 

No  exportable  surplus  of  wheat  or  barley  now  seems  probable,  but  the 
reduced  production  is  expected  to  cover  domestic  requirements.     Some  local 
shortages  are  expected,  however,  especially  in  the  extreme  northern  part 
of  Jazirah.    Though  the  wheat  crop  is  good  in  that  district,  some  movement 
of  seed  wheat  to  Iraq,  may  cause  a  shortage  there. 
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CUBAN  MANGO  EXPORTS  MAY 
EQUAL  THOSE  LAST  YEAR 

The  first  bloom  of  Cuban  mango  trees  was  damaged  by  heavy  rains  and 
strong  winds,  and  March-April  exports  were  ho  percent  below  last  year's. 
The  crop  from  the  second  bloom  compares  favorably  with  last  season. 
Exports  accelerated  in  the  first  15  days  of  May,  and  the  late  Hayden 
variety  will  be  shipped  until  mid- June.    Higher  U.  S.  prices  will  tend  to 
increase  exports,  so  the  1958  total  may  equal  1957  exports  of  900,000 
pounds . 

ITALY'S  WHEAT  PROSPECTS  GOOD 

A  good  wheat  crop  is  expected  in  Italy  again  this  year  despite  some 
unfavorable  weather.    Earlier  prospects  were  less  promising,  as  it  was 
thought  that  winter  wheat  had  suffered  damage  from  freezing  in  February 
and  hard  rains  in  March.     It  now  appears  that  recovery  has  been  good. 

Seeding  of  spring  grains  was  held  up  by  excessive  rains  in  March 
and  early  April,  and  only  60  percent  of  spring  seeding  had  been  completed 
by  the  end  of  April.    Conditions  since  then  have  favored  seeding  and  good 
progress  has  been  reported.    Spring  wheat  is  normally  well  below  5  percent 
of  Italy's  total  wheat  acreage. 

ARGENTINA  SHIPS 
LESS  GRAIN 

Argentine  bread  grain  and  coarse  grain  exports  during  July-April 
1957-58  amounted  to  3,502,000  metric  tons,  compared  with  k, 0h2, 000  tons 
during  the  first  10  months  of  the  previous  year.    Declining  exports  of 
wheat  and  corn  accounted  for  the  overall  reduction.     Shipments  of  rye  and 
oats  increased  substantially,  while  shipments  of  barley  went  up  slightly. 

South  American  countries  took  about  half  of  the  wheat,  both  this 
season  and  last.    Practically  all  the  rest  of  the  wheat,  all  of  the  rye, 
and  most  of  the  coarse  grains  went  to  Europe.    However,  destinations  in 
each  case  changed  somewhat  in  1957-58  compared  with  1956-57* 

Exports  of  wheat  averaged  around  200,000  metric  tons  per  month  during 
July-December  1957 ♦    However,  the  monthly  average  during  January-April  1958 
was  only  115,000  tons.    This  was  due  to  a  short  crop  harvested  in  the  season 
beginning  November  1957.    Exports  for  the  12  months  ending  June  30  will 
probably  be  much  below  the  2,668,000  tons  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1957. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  bumper  crop  of  corn  is  now  being  harvested.  As 
a  result,  increased  exports  of  corn  during  the  remaining  k  months  of  the 
present  fiscal  year  will  probably  offset  to  a  large  extent  the  declining 
exports  of  wheat.    Corn  exports  for  the  12  months  (July-June)  will  probably 
exceed  the  1,092,000  metric  tons  shipped  over  the  same  period  in  1956-57. 
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GRAIN:    Argentine  exports,  July-April  1956-57  and  July-April  1957-58 


Country  of  *     Wheat    :      Rye    5    Corn    :    Oats    :  Barley  :  Total 

destination        :  :       '      :  :  :  ■        *  : 


Metric  ton3 


July-April  1956-57:  : 


-  : 

- 

! 

6,067 

: 

s  6,067 

115,692! 

:       -  : 

- 

- 

i 

:  115,692 

98,560: 

- 

:       -  : 

- 

s 

:  98,560 

838,268s 

:  - 

! 

:  4,592 

! 

:  842,860 

17,988: 

- 

: 

: 

! 

:  17,988 

- 

- 

:  800- 

!  - 

:  5,657 

1  6,457 

: 

7,001 

! 

: 

: 

:  7,001 

18,407: 

8,800 

! 

: 

: 

!  27,207 

United  Kingdom  . . . : 

199,808: 

- 

:  134,822 

.  7,005 

:  20,124 

:  361,759 

26,375: 

13,150 

:  3,913 

:  14,833 

! 

s  58,271 

128,351 

37,923- 

192,727 

:  60,406 

:  125,330 

1  544,737 

Belgium-Luxembourg : 

54,466< 

22,786: 

!  147,423 

:  18,628 

:  39,979 

:  283,282 

126,962- 

:  131,886 

:  14 

!  500 

:  259,362 

129,716- 

i  25,391 

!  158,727 

:  74,817 

:  269,529 

>  658,180 

1,550' 

:  5,500 

:  388 

i 

:  7,438 

Czechoslovakia  . . . : 

:  2,000 

:  2,000 

14,138! 

4,516 

:  19,174 

:  2,275 

3,545 

!  43,648 

4,400 

.  27,750 

:  10,162 

:  42,312 

324,228' 

:  42,084 

:  135,876 

!  45,431 

:  327285 

1  579,904 

450: 

1  378 

s  828 

i  4,568 

i  4,568 

:  58,727 

:  58,727 

4,572- 

s  4,572 

11,095 

:  11.095 

2015,026 

189.401 

j  239.024 

g  499.327 

:  4.042.515 

July-April  1957-58:  : 


United  States  . . . . : 

:  1,525 

:  1,525 

68,710 

:  6,000 

:  74,710 

3,000 

:  3,000 

194,494 

t  75 

:  194,569 

546,576 

:  5,767 

!  1,615 

:  553,958 

47,500 

:  47,500 

300 

:    10,750:  100 

:  11,021 

:  22,171 

1,000 

6,825 

:  7,825 

United  Kingdom  . . . : 

227,828 

:  953 

:  10,460 

:  27,640 

:  10,022 

t  276,903 

13,922 

i  3,850 

:  2,375 

:  41,306 

!  61,453 

74,463 

:  64,475 

s  164,733 

1  90,791 

:  70,921 

:  465,383 

Belgium-Luxembourg : 

56,679 

:  16,241 

:  183,215 

:  33,390 

!  22,401 

:  311,926 

12,300 

:  4,085 

i  510 

:  1,490 

:  18,385 

286,536 

:  65,583 

:  78,965 

:  85,351 

i  274,958 

:  791,393 

550 

:  2,000 

:  3,405 

:  450 

:  930 

:  7,335 

Czechoslovakia  . . . : 

:  8,692 

:  1,250 

:  9,942 

13,000 

:  2,310 

:  14,605 

:  36,713' 

!  2,421 

:  69,049 

:  21,515 

:  800 

:  22,315 

4,800 

;  4,800 

Italy  : 

90,843' 

57,716 

:  229,687 

.  73,961 

!  51,513: 

.  503,720 

1,000 

2,990 

.  10,740: 

14,730 

20,816: 

20,816 

9,385! 

1,500: 

10,885 

16,660: 

50: 

1,300: 

18,010 

1,669,546: 

252,218- 

721,546: 

419,432: 

449,561: 

3,512,303 

Source:  Cerealista. 
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U.S.  EDIBLE  OIL  EXPORTS 
DOWN  ONE-HALF 

U.  S.  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  in  October-April  1957-58, 
preliminarily  estimated  at  I+65.9  million  pounds,  are  about  one-half  those 
of  the  first  7  months  of  the  1956-57  marketing  year.     However ,  shipments 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  marketing  year  are  expected  to  increase 
markedly  as  a  result  of  heavy  movements  under  the  Public  Law  U80  program. 
The  total  for  the  entire  1957-58  marketing  year  is  estimated  at  1.1  billion 
pounds,  down  slightly  from  last  year's  1.2  billion  pounds. 

Exports  of  cottonseed  oil  in  April  were  nearly  2-|  times  those  of  March 
and  nearly  one-fifth  above  shipments  in  April  1957-     October-April  exports 
fell  off  one-third  from  those  of  the  comparable  period  of  1956-57. 


COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES,  AND  MEALS:    U.  S.  preliminary 
estimates  of  exports  in  April  1958  and  October-April  1957-58, 
and  actual  exports  April  1957  and  October -April  1956-57 


Commodity 

\  April 

October -April 

:  1957 

:  1958 

[Preliminary 

:  1956-57 

:  1957-58 

[Preliminary 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  and 

:  _  -  Millior 
:  .1 
2.1 

:  26.9 

1  pounds  -  - 

:  30.6 

:  1.3 
:  2.1 

:  -  -  Millior 

I  U8.7 

:  1^.3 
250.6 

1  pounds  -  - 

:  72.2 

:  16.2 
:  122.1* 

Total  cottonseed  oil 
Soybean  oil,  refined  and  < 

Total  soybean  oil. . . : 
Total  cottonseed  j 
and  soybean  oil. . . ; 

Cottonseed  cake  and  meal. . . ; 

Total  cake  and  meal . • 

29.1 

:  3^.0 

313.6 

:  210.0 

7.0 

27.6  • 
38.5 

:  W.3 

8.7  i 
10.8  • 

37.7 

301.2 
263.8  ' 

:  105.8 

!  66.3 
83.0 

73.1  : 

33.8  : 

602. 7 

255.1 

102.2 

67.8  ■ 

916.3 

U65.9 

1,000  short  tons 

1,000  short  tons 

•  3  ' 

.2  ; 
20.2  . 

.2  : 

lo^8  \ 

26.5 

36.9  - 
312.2  ■ 

6.2 
5.8 
196.3 

20.7 

17.0  • 

375.  b 

200.3 

1/  Less  than  50  short  tons. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  soybean  oil  exports  in  April  were  about  1+0  percent  below  March 
shipments  and  less  than  half  those  of  April  1957 •    October-April  shipments 
were  less  than  one-half  those  a  year  earlier.    April  exports  of  oilcake  and 
meal  were  down  one-third  from  March  and  were  one-fifth  below  April  1957 
shipments.     October -April  exports  were  down  2+5  percent  from  the  previous 
year . 

Soybeans  inspected  for  export  from  October  1,  1957,  through  April  25, 
1958,  totaled  59 »5  million  bushels,  compared  with  60.3  million  bushels  in 
the  comparable  period  of  1956-57 •     Inspections  through  May  23  were  61+. 0 
million  bushels,  against  64.8  million  bushels  from  October  1,  1956,  through 
May  2k,  1957- 


WEST  GERMANY  PLANTS 
MORE  RAPESEED 


The  area  planted  to  rapeseed  in  West  Germany  for  harvest  in  1958  is 
estimated  at  nearly  95,000  acres,  over  one -fourth  more  than  acreage  harvested 
in  1957*    Yields  are  expected  to  be  above  average  since  there  was  little  winter- 
kill  and  weather  has  been  generally  favorable. 


RAPESEED:    West  Germany,  acreage  and  production,  average  1950-54, 

annual  1955-58 
ACREAGE 


Winter  rape, 
Spring  rape, 


Average 
1950-54 

:  1955 

I  1956 

1  1957  1/ 

!  1958  2/ 

Acres 

65,785  ' 
6,865  : 
8,110  : 

Acres 

16,550  ' 
9,325 
3,64o  : 

Acres 

28,340 
11,850  : 
k,020  : 

Acres 

U8,990 
20,515 
5,170  : 

Acres 

72,620 
17,300 
4,950 

80,760  : 

29,515  : 

kk,210  > 

74,675  : 

9^,870 

PRODUCTION 


• 

: Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

•Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

[Short  tons 

• 

 :  1+6,1+14-0 

 :  8,810 

13,673 
7,273  - 
2,207  ' 

29,671+ 
9,963 
3,158 

52,052 

18,331  ' 
3,980  : 

23,1?3  ' 

42,795  : 

74,363  : 

l/  Preliminary.    2j  Acreage  estimated. 


The  rapid  expansion  in  rapeseed  acreage  since  1955  is  due  to  a  requisite 
that  margarine  manufacturers  use  domestic  rapeseed  oil  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  April  12,  1958).    Also,  the  guaranteed  producer  price  is  somewhat 
above  world  prices. 
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SYRIA  EXPECTS  REDUCED  OILSEED 
OUTTURN  IN  1958 

Syrian  oilseed  production  in  1958  (excluding  olives)  is  forecast  at 
180,000  short  tons,  down  over  15  percent  from  1957,  "but  only  slightly  below 
the  1956  outturn. 

Production  of  oilseeds  normally  crushed  for  edible  oils  is  expected  to 
be  down  sharply.    The  output  of  cottonseed,  which  accounts  for  over  95  per- 
cent of  the  oilseeds  produced,  is  expected  to  be  lower  as  a  result  of  a 
reduction  in  cotton  acreage,  attributed  to:     (l)  A  shortage  of  irrigation 
water  in  1956  and  1957 J  (2)  less  credit  available  to  farmers;  and  (3) 
increased  trucking  charges  in  the  1957-58  marketing  year. 


OILSEEDS:     Syria,  production  (excluding  olives),  1956, 
1957,  and  forecast  1958 


Oilseed 

;  1956 

1957  y 

'•  Forecast 
1958 

Edible : 

:  Short  tons 
. . . . :  830 

.  Short  tons 

:  206,000 
:  3,800 
1,100 
2,100 

Short  tons 

172,000 
3,800 
:  800 
1,650 

•  213,000 

173,250 

Industrial: 

• 

. . . . :          kko  • 

:  1,500 
770 

:  1,000 

:  660 

1,5^0 

2,270 

1,660 

215,270 

179,910 

1/  Preliminary.     2/  Cottonseed  production  figures  are  official  estimates  and 
are  considerably  lower  than  Foreign  Agriculture  Service  estimates  based  on 
lint  production. 


Smaller  planted  areas  of  both  flaxseed  and  hempseed  account  for  the 
expected  decline  in  the  outturn  of  industrial  oilseed. 

Syrian  exports  of  cottonseed — normally  accounting  for  practically  all 
the  oilseeds  exported — are  expected  to  be  around  ^3,500  tons  in  1953,  down 
one-fifth  from  the  61,^50  tons  exported  in  1957.    The  reduced  cottonseed 
outturn  and  a  gradual  increase  in  domestic  cottonseed  crushings  are  the 
chief  reasons  for  the  expected  decline  in  exports. 


June  9,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


23 


Syria's  1957  edible  oil  exports  (excluding  olive  oil)  totaled  2,820 
tons,  of  which  2,032  tons  were  cottonseed  oil  and  788  tons  were  sesame  seed 
oil.    Exports  in  195°  totaled  990  tons--90^-  tons  of  cottonseed  oil  and  86 
tons  of  sesame  oil.    There  were  no  industrial  oil  exports  in  1957,  compared 
with  90  tons  in  1956,  all  of  which  was  linseed  oil. 

Output  of  edible  olive  oil  from  the  1957  Syrian  olive  crop  is  estimated 
at  J+,^-00  tons,  and  that  of  inedible  olive  oil  at  kkO  tons.    By  contrast, 
8,200  tons  of  edible  oil  and  770  tons  of  inedible  oil  were  produced  from 
the  1956  olive  crop. 

Consumption  of  edible  olive  oil  in  1958  is  forecast  at  about  5,000  tons. 
Thus,  exports  are  expected  to  be  nil  in  1958.    They  are  normally  small. 
Edible  olive  oil  imports  in  1957  totaled  1,130  tons.    Domestic  requirements 
for  inedible  olive  oil  in  1958  are  estimated  at  775  tons,  so  about  300  tons 
must  be  imported.    Imports  in  1957  were  3^  tons. 

PORTUGAL  SETS  OIL  AM)  OILSEED  IMPORT  QUOTAS 
AND  PRICES  FOR  OVERSEAS  TERRITORIES 

The  Portuguese  Ministers  for  Overseas  Provinces  and  for  Economy  have 
fixed  the  following  quotas  and  prices  to  be  paid  for  1958  imports  of  vege- 
table oils  and  oilseeds  from  Portugal's  overseas  provinces: 


Commodity 

]  Province 

Quantity 

Price  per  lb. 

•  < 

•  1 

Short  tons 

:    U.  S.  cents 

1/  50,000 
1,210 

I       2/  5.6 
:       2/  7.8 
:       2/  3.3 

550 

:  13,^50 
:  11,350 
:  3,525 

• 

28,325 

3/  7.1 

6,600  : 

:Port.  Guinea.. 

715  ' 

9I+0 

8,255 

3/  V 

l/  An  estimate;  Portugal  buys  all  of  Portuguese  Guinea's  commercial  pea- 
nut crop.     2/  C.i.f.  Lisbon.    3/  Delivered  to  customs,    kj  Acidity  10  degrees 
or  less— 9. B"  cents;  acidity  10  to  30  degrees--9.5  cents;  acidity  over  30 
degrees — 8.9  cents. 


2k 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  23 


U.  K.  IMPORTING  LESS  COTTON 

United  Kingdom  imports  of  cotton  during  August-March  1957-58  were  1,005,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  was  18  percent  below  the  high  imports  of  1, 22^,000 
bales  in  the  comparable  1956-57  period.    Imports  declined  from  all  major  suppliers 
except  Mexico,  Iran,  Egypt,  and  Syria. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  in  August-March  1957-58;  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States  588,000  bales 
( 75^,000);  Sudan  96,000  (130,000);  Mexico  51,000  ( 37,000) ;  Nigeria  1+0,000 
(Ul, 000);  Peru  33,000  (52,000);  Iran  2^,000  (13,000);  U.S.S.R.  17,000  (2^,000); 
Turkey  15,000  (^5,000);  Paraguay  13,000  (15,000);  Egypt  13,000  (278);  Syria 
12,000  (7,000);  Brazil  10,000  (29,000);  and  Uganda  10,000  (16,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  August -February  was 
92^,000  bales,  the  same  as    in  August -February  1956-57*    However,  mill  activity 
apparently  declined  slightly  in  March.    Yarn  output  in  both  February  and  March 
was  5  to  6  percent  below  the  same  months  in  1956-57*    Textile  producers  face 
increasing  competition  from  imports  of  cloth  from    various  Commonwealth  countries. 
The  consumption  outlook  for  the  entire  1957-58  season  is  for  a  slight  decline 
from  the  1,568,000  bales  used  in  1956-57- 

Cotton  stocks  on  February  28,  1958,  were  560,OOObales,  against  600,000 
on  August  1,  1957,  and  569,000  bales  on  February  28,  1957* 

Cotton  prices  on  the  Liverpool  market  in  May  were  generally  down  1  to  2 
cents  per  pound  from  early  January.    They  dropped  steadily  from  January  until 
late  March.    In  recent  weeks  U.  S.  cotton  has  trended  upward  while  most  other 
growths  have  been  fairly  steady. 


COTTON:    C.i.f.  prices  at  Liverpool,  United  States  and  comparable 
foreign  growths,  May  29,  1958 


•Comparable*      Price  per  pound 

Country  :     Quality      :      U.S.       :  :  Shipment 

:  :  quality    :  Foreign    :      U.S.       :  Period 


:  :                 :  Cents  :  Cents  : 

Brazil  :  Type  5  :SLM  31/32":  27. 00  :  25-37  :  June 

Pakistan  :  Punjab  :  :  :  : 

:    289F  SG  :M  1"           :  3k. Oh  :  30.52  :  June 

Mexico  :  Matamoros  :  :  :  : 

:    M  1-1/32"  :M  1-1/32"  :  31.69  :  31.69  :  June 

Syria  :  SM  1-1/32"  :SM  1-1/32":  3^.62  :  3k. 62  :  June 

U.S.S.R  :  SM  1-1/32"  :SM  1-1/32":  3U.62  :  3k .62  :  June 
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Despite  a  reduction  in  the  interest  rate  on  March  20,  from  7  percent 
to  6  percent,  U.K.  spinner  demand  has  continued  slow.    Interest  in  U.  S. 
cotton  has  been  principally  in  the  lower  qualities  since  January,  because 
of  the  high  premiums  asked  for  the  better  grades. 

COLOMBIA  PRODUCES  MORE 
COTTON  IN  1957-58 

Colombia's  1957-58  cotton  crop  is  estimated  at  110,000  bales  ( 500 
pounds  gross) .    This  is  an  increase  of  7  percent  from  the  103,000  bales 
produced  in  1956-57,  anc^-  5  percent  above  the  1955-56  crop  of  105,000  bales. 
The  higher  production  is  attributed  to  an  acreage  increase. 

Total  area  planted  to  cotton  in  1957-58  amounted  to  170,000  acres, 
compared  with  165,000  acres  in  1956-57*    All  of  this  year's  acreage  increase 
was  in  the  Codazzi  area  (Northern  Zone) .     Cotton  acreage  in  the  Tolima  area 
(Central  Zone),  which  normally  accounts  for  about  80  percent  of  Colombia's 
cotton,  was  about  the  same  or  possibly  a  little  less  because  of  competition 
from  other  crops  and  abandonment  of  some  farms. 

The  Colombian  Government  is  continuing  to  encourage  cotton  production. 
The  guaranteed  minimum  prices  to  farmers  for  the  1957-58  crop  have  been 
increased  by  a  total  of  15  to  30  percent  over  the  1956-57  prices.  Also, 
there  are  several  experiment  stations  with  attached  experimental  areas. 
Growers  are  provided  with  good  quality  seed,  fertilizers,  and  insecticides 
at  reasonable  cost. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Colombia  is  expected  to  increase  to  170,000  bales 
in  1957-58,  compared  with  165,000  bales  in  1956-57,  and  158,000  bales  in 
1955-56.    The  steady  rise  in  consumption  in  recent  years  is  a  result  of 
greater  urbanization,  increasing  population,  and  some  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  living. 

Cotton  imports  into  Colombia  were  51,000  bales  in  1956-57,  compared 
with  ^-6,000  bales  in  1955-56.    Imports  during  the  first  2  months  (August- 
September)  of  the  1957-58  season  amounted  to  7,000  bales  and  are  expected 
to  reach  55,000  bales  during  the  entire  season.    All  imports  in  1956-57; 
and  in  the  first  2  months  of  the  1957-58  season,  were  from  the  United 
States,  except  for  a  very  small  quantity  from  Peru. 

A  new  Public  Law  ^80  authorization  was  granted  to  Colombia  in  March 
1958  for  the  purchase  of  about  16,500  bales  of  U.S.  cotton.    The  shipment 
deadline  for  cotton  purchased  under  this  agreement  is  August  31,  1958. 

The  low  level  of  stocks  has  continued  to  be  the  major  problem  of  the 
Colombian  cotton  textile  industry  thus  far  in  1957-58.     Stocks  at  the  end 
of  this  season,  July  31,  1958,  are  now  expected  to  be  slightly  below  the 
^0,000  bales  held  on  August  1,  1957. 
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SYRIA'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
REACH  RECORD  LEVEL 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Syria  during  August -March  1957-58  increased 
to  a  record  level  of  367,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross).    This  is  32  percent 
more  than  the  279; 00°  hales  exported  in  the  comparable  period  of  1956-57; 
and  10  percent  above  exports  of  332,000  bales  in  August-March  1955-56. 

Exports  increased  to  all  major  destinations  in  the  period  under  review 
except  to  Italy  and  Czechoslovakia.    The  sharpest  increases  occurred  in 
exports  to  Communist  China,  the  U.S.S.R.,  West  Germany,  Japan,  and  Lebanon. 
France  continued  to  be  the  largest  outlet  for  Syrian  cotton,  with  Communist 
China  following  closely. 

Communist  countries  received  1^6,000  bales  of  cotton  from  Syria  in 
August-March.    This  represents  ^0  percent  of  Syrian  exports,  compared  with 
109,000  bales,  or  39  percent,  a  year  earlier. 

Exports  to  principal  destinations  during  August-March  1957-58,  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     France  9k, 000  bales 
( 79,000) ;  Communist  China  77,000  (29,000);  U.S.S.R.   53,000  (5,000);  West 
Germany  29,000  (9,000);  Japan  21,000  (6,000);  Lebanon  21,000  (0);  Italy 
8,000  (26,000);  United  Kingdom  7,000  (3,000);  and  Czechoslovakia  6,000 
(30,000). 

Syria's  1957-58  cotton  production  also  set  a  new  record.    The  crop 
is  currently  estimated  at  ^82,000  bales  from  an  area  of  638,000  acres, 
compared  with  1+26,000  bales  from  672,000  acres  in  1956-57-     This  is  an 
increase  of  13  percent  in  production,  although  acreage  was  down  5  percent. 
The  record  crop  is  attributed  to  higher  yields,  brought  about  by  favorable 
growing  conditions. 

The  government's  policy  of  growing  a  unified  cotton  crop  of  one  variety- - 
Coker  100  Wilt,  an  American  upland  variety- -which  was  started  in  1956-57 
will  continue  in  1958-59*    Plans  for  the  1958-59  season  include  the  dis- 
tribution of  10,000  metric  tons  of  I957-58  locally-produced  seed,  800 
metric  tons  of  seed  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  1,1+00  metric  tons 
of  seed  carried  over  from  1957-58  stocks. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Syria  for  the  1957-58  season  is  expected  to  be 
near  the  1956-57  consumption  level  of  1+5,000  bales.     Output  of  printed 
cotton  fabrics  is  increasing  because  of  stronger  demand  on  the  domestic 
market,  and  for  export  to  neighboring  Arab  countries. 

Cotton  stocks  on  March  31,  I958,  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  fore- 
going figures,  approximated  109,000  bales.    This  is  about  12  percent  below 
stocks  held  a  year  earlier  and  reflects  the  heavier  volume  of  exports. 
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CUBA  GRANTS  DUTY-FREE  IMPORTS  OF 
U.  S.  CORN  TO  NEW  ASSOCIATION 

On  May  21,  the  Cuban  Government  named  the  National  Association 
of  Cattle  and  Poultry  Feed  Manufacturers  as  the  sole  legal  importer 
of  duty-free  shelled  corn.    The  association  was  only  recently  formed. 

At  the  same  time,  it  authorized  duty-free  importation  of  another 
200,000  Spanish  quintals  (362,186  bushels)  of  shelled  corn  from  the 
United  States  to  ease  the  acute  supply  situation  until  the  harvest 
beginning  in  August.    This  is  the  Cuban  Government's  fourth  decree 
since  January  1,  1958,  authorizing  tax-free  imports  of  U.  S.  shelled 
corn.     It  brings  the  total  of  such  imports  to  800,000  Spanish 
quintals  (l,kkQ, 77U  bushels). 

Under  these  authorizations,  imports  of  U.  S.  shelled  corn  are 
exempt  from  consular  fees  and  other  import  duties  payable  at  customs, 
including  currency  export,  civil  retirement,  and  gross  sales  taxes. 

Trade  sources  indicate  that  the  corn  imported  under  the  May  21 
decree  will  be  more  evenly  distributed  among  feed  manufacturers  and 
the  poultry  industry  than  under  the  previous  authorizations . 

U.S.S.R.  BUYS  15  MILLION 
POUNDS  OF  DANISH  BUTTER 

The  Danish  Foreign  Office  recently  contracted  to  sell  15.^  million 
pounds  (7,000  metric  tons)  of  butter  to  the  U.S.S.R.  The  price  was  not 
announced,  but  is  believed  to  be  about  23  cents  per  pound.  Delivery 
is  expected  to  be  completed  within  the  next  few  weeks.     In  1957;  Denmark 
exported  6.6  million  pounds  of  butter  to  the  Soviet  Union. 


ISRAEL  PLANS  TO  IMPORT 
U.S.  DAIRY  CATTLE  IN  1958 

Israel  is  reported  to  be  planning  the  purchase  of  3,000  to  ^t-,000 
head  of  U.  S.  dairy  cattle  this  year.    Funds  for  the  purchase  will 
come  from  an  Export -Import  Bank  loan.     Cattle  imports  in  1957  were 
restricted  to  800  head,  all  from  the  Netherlands. 

Israel  produced  l+l6  million  pounds  of  milk  in  1957--an  increase 
of  roughly  6  percent  over  1956  output.     Cattle  numbers  are  small,  but 
output  per  cow  is  quite  high.    Because  of  this  high  yield,  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  officials  believe  that  any  appreciable  increase  in  milk 
production  in  the  near  future  will  depend  on  an  increase  in  milk  cow 
numbers . 
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